
Dear Cumberland Families, 

This has been a most phenomenal start to another unique school year, and I 
cannot thank our students, staff, and families enough for their contributions 
making it so! 

For these first 7 weeks, we’ve been focused on a Restorative Restart – 
committed to our theme: Learning Without Limits! Relationships, Relevance, 
Rigor...Equity & Access FOR ALL!!! 

We have prioritized relationships, addressing whole child needs and making 
teaching and learning relevant and rigorous – so that we may know our students 
and work to accelerate their learning from where they’re at.  
 

 

 

We’ve done this through: 

• creating staff connection and renewal opportunities; 
• ensuring our commitment to positive & restorative discipline practices through 

teaching and reinforcing our Cougar Code and incorporating social-emotional 
learning checks throughout the day; 

• establishing one on one connections with every family & every student; 
• providing dedicated time/space in the school day for relationship building & re-

engagement through hands-on and play-based learning activities; 
• and focusing on priority standards and designing lessons that remove barriers so 

that students can work towards grade level standards. 

Although we continue to navigate the challenges of being in a pandemic, our mission 
has not changed. In fact, we are more committed than ever to developing globally 
aware learners who are compassionate problem solvers and leaders! 



Speaking of global awareness and compassion, and consistent with Sunnyvale 
School District’s values of community, equity, and diversity, I want to 
acknowledge both Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15-October 15) and 
Indigenous People’s Day (October 11). As always, we strive to practice culturally 
and linguistically responsive teaching and learning each and every day – growing 
our own and our students’ awareness and understanding of the richness of 
cultural heritages represented in our world and in our school. 

Linked here are several resources for further learning:    

• Library Of Congress: Hispanic Heritage Month 
• NPR Article: Yes, We're Calling It Hispanic Heritage Month And We Know 

It Makes Some Of You Cringe 
• History Of Indigenous Peoples' Day 
• What You Need to Know About Indigenous Peoples' Day 

 

 

 

In closing, I’d like to acknowledge that October brings with it so many fun 
activities, including our annual Walkathon - Game On, Cougars! Make sure 
you’re on the lookout for information for how to participate in the off-campus 
walker routes to help raise funds for Cumberland’s PTA and to show your 
Cumberland spirit!! 

We are looking forward to a great fall season!! 

Ms. Carlson 

 

https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/17/1037741009/yes-were-calling-it-hispanic-heritage-month-and-we-know-it-makes-some-of-you-cri
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/17/1037741009/yes-were-calling-it-hispanic-heritage-month-and-we-know-it-makes-some-of-you-cri
https://nationaltoday.com/indigenous-peoples-day/
https://www.oprahdaily.com/life/a34264178/what-is-indigenous-peoples-day/

